
1972/01/10 



■ X;;'‘ 

•r i « 

\y ' 

V ' 

■t 


( 


4 

J 


TQ D OEd> ET/ SENSITIVE 



MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU, JANUARY 10. 1972 


1. You will recall that when General Haig had his meeting with 
you September 23, 1971, he outlined the proposal which we were 
planning to put forward at a meeting with Le Due Tho and Xuan 
Thuy. You will recall that the meeting was to have taken place 
November 20, but that because of the fact that Le Due Tho had not 
returned to Paris, the meeting was cancelled by us. We sent word 
that we would be willing to meet with anyone of equal standing in 
the Hanoi government, but have had no response to this message. 

2. Before the November 20 private session was aborted, we had 
passed to the other side the full proposal as outlined by General 
Haig when he was here in September. We did this in order to 
assure that the initial meeting would be productive rather than 
merely a session at which the other side could only receive the 
proposal and refer it to Hanoi for instructions, thus losing weeks 
of time. The other side, therefore, has been in possession of the 
proposal for more than two months, but up to now has failed to 
respond to it in any way. Given the failure to respond, I think we 
can assume that, as General Haig suggested would be the case, the 
proposal is not acceptable to them. 

3. Since the other side has taken no notice of it. President Nixon 
is considering making a public offer of the private negotiating 
proposals that General Haig outlined in September with which you 
expressed agreement at that time. The purpose would be to 
formalize the proposal publicly in order to seize the opportunity 
to take an initiative and defuse any possible Congressional and 
public pressure which may develop when Congress reconvenes. 

The reasons which General Haig advanced in support of the proposals ; 
i. e. , the need to neutralize increasing opposition to the war effort 
in the U. S. , the importance of maintaining the necessary U. S. 
domestic support, and prevention of passage of disabling legislation 
by the U. S. Congress which could impair the viability of Vietnamiza- 
tion, are even more important today than they were when General 
Haig was here. You will recall during the debate on aid legislation 
and defense appropriations amendments such as those proposed by 
Senator Mansfield received increasing support both in the Senate 
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and House. I think it is clear that pressures will build up as 
the tempo of the U. S. election campaign increases. 

4. The psychological moment at which to make the proposal 
public would be just before Congress reconvenes, which will be 
January 20. President Nixon's thinking, therefore, is that he 
would make a speech on the night of January 18 (January 19 
Saigon time) to present our proposal. He would note that it had 
been passed to the North Vietnamese earlier and they had given 
no response and we, therefore, consider that the proposal is 
open. He would make public the exact text of the proposal with 
suitable adjustments in dates. While you mentioned to General 
Haig and stated in your address to the nation on September 30, 
1971 that if peace were achieved you would step down and would 
ask the people to let you return to the life of a simple citizen, you 
will note that the text of paragraph 3 leaves open the question of 
your candidacy. 

5, President Nixon believes there are definite advantages to the 
course both for you and ourselves. 

-- For the U. S. , we would have compiled a negotiating 
record with the other side that would be beyond reproach. 

If the proposal is rejected, as the other side apparently 
proposes to do, both Congressional and other dome stic 
criticism would be largely defused at the very time in our 
legislative process when their efforts could be expected to 
concert against us. 

-- For you, the benefits are equally obvious t you will have 
placed peace above your personal position. It would dis- 
credit those critics who claim you are the remaining obstacle 
to peace. 

-- For Hanoi, the proposal, at least symbolically, meets 
its demand that elections not be conducted by the GVN. 
Actually, however, you would remain in office as the 
modalities for the mixed commission, the supervisory 
body, and election are largely developed. 

67 ' The~c our se' which President Nixon proposes - to follow^we 
believe, will put both our governments, domestically and abroad. 
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in the most possible favorable light in our efforts to reach a 
fair and equitable negotiated settlement of the war. We would 
be taking the initiative and the other side would have to respond 
to our proposal rather than continually fall back to their seven 
points. What is most important is the fact that it will tend to 
cut the ground from under critics both in the U. S. and Viet-Nam. 
It will demonstrate the reasonableness of our mutual policies and 
will greatly strengthen President Nixon's position in requesting 
adequate appropriations for both military and economic assistance 
which will be needed to make Vietnamization viable. 
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